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WHAT  IS THE  GOSPEL?  
 

by Pastor John S. Sheldon 

At our youth and family ski retreat this past month we had more to think 
about than “what condition the ski runs would be in?” or “will I be brave 
enough to take the black diamond marked trails?”  The thirty young and 
not-so-young attendees on this retreat were challenged by our Youth and 
Family Director, Mr. Kim Murphy, to think about the nature of the Chris-
tian gospel and why we as Christians would want to tell anyone about it.  
On our first evening we gathered in the main room of our lodge set in the 
snow draped pines and firs of the southern Adirondacks. An inviting fire 
snapped and popped on the hearth as we sat in a semi circle singing 
songs of worship to God.  Kim began his talk by passing around 3 x 5 
index cards on which he asked the young people and adults to write down 
1) how we would describe our personal evangelism to date, and 2) when 
we did talk to someone about Jesus, what is the one thing we generally 
always tried to say? 
 

After collecting the unsigned cards, Kim read the answers.  For the first 
question, most of us reported that our practice of personal evangelism 
was minimal at best, and for the second question the majority response 
was, “God loves you.” It was clear that we needed to hear more about 
personal evangelism.  Kim didn’t berate us for our failure to engage in 
personal evangelism or for our weak grasp of the gospel message.  He 
simply encouraged us to understand the Biblical gospel better and joy-
fully articulate this simple but exceedingly good news. 
 

I was  blessed by the focus of Kim’s talk and I thought it good to repeat 
his theme here, and so I ask my readers,  “what is the gospel?” and 
“what is so good about the good news?”  How would you answer these 
questions?    
 

The only way to answer is to grasp the goodness and greatness of the 
Christian gospel by acknowledging that: 
· God is absolutely holy and just. Even the worst sinner among us 

wants justice for himself, thereby demonstrating we are created in 
God’s image, which is holy. 
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Palm Sunday 
 Worship Service 

with Special Music 
10:30 AM  
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Medical Response 

to Haiti 
by Dr. Bill Weisberg 

6 PM 
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Daylight Saving 
Time begins  

(See  Page 4 & 5 for more  
Youth Group dates) 

· Sin  is any lack of conformity or transgression of God’s holy law 
and character and must be punished. 

· Every one of us has sinned and rebelled against the God who made 
us. We all are morally and spiritually depraved, rebellious, and 
deserving of God’s just wrath. 

· God said that without holiness no one can be in a relationship with 
Him. His love therefore demands sin be punished, for without jus-
tice being done there can be no loving relationship. 

· But there is a problem:  all mankind has sinned. All are without 
hope and without God in this fallen world. 

· Only God can save us from the just deserts of our sins, but how 
can he if he is totally just? Sinners must be punished. 

· Jesus. Jesus. Jesus.  Jesus is God’s Son who is sent by the love of 
the Father into this sinful world  as a fully human man in order to 
lay down his sinless life as a  perfect and redeeming substitute for 
us.  Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 
10:45). The apostle Paul said that [sinners] “are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be re-
ceived by faith” (Romans 3:24-25).  Think of it! God is simultane-
ously both just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus 
(Romans 3.26). 

 

OUR RESPONSE.  A response from us is necessary to such a gra-
cious gift. We must acknowledge our failure to live according to 
God’s holy law and repent of our sins.  By faith we receive and em-
brace God’s gift of Jesus – as our only substitute and redeemer. We 
must trust in Christ alone as our Savior and the one who brings us into 
a reconciled relationship with our Holy God. As Jesus said to Nicode-
mus, “you must be born again.”  Only then is it possible to enter God’s 
family, enter into increasing freedom from sinful bondages, and be-
come heir to all the glories of eternal life with God. Thus we are filled 
with, as the Puritans put it, “an expulsive power of a new affection” 
and we live out our days in this fallen world no longer consumed by 
longing for this world but desire to see the face of God.  And we are 
given the Holy Spirit as the guarantee and assurance of our hope of 
eternal life. 

 

This is good.  This is news. This is incredibly good news.  Do you 
believe it?  This is true for others as much as it is true for us.   Then 
you will want to share it with someone as God gives you opportunities 
to share it.   Let God handle the results of your witness… 

just be a witness of the good news about Jesus. 
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Maundy Thursday  
Communion  

Service 
7 PM 
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Easter Service 
with special 

music 
10:30 AM  
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IS IT IMPORTANT  TO BELIEVE   

IN THE  RESURRECTION?  
by Pastor Bob McKay 

 



 

Is it important to believe in the resurrection?  Does it 
matter that Jesus conquered death? I would like to 
share two verses that answer these questions:   First, 
Romans 10:9-10, “…If you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead you will be saved. “ Second, 
John 11:25, Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me shall never die.”   Do you believe this? 
 

Paul makes it clear that believing in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead is as essential as be-
lieving He is Lord.  In fact, the inference of Paul is— 
if he is not your Lord, you don’t believe in the resur-
rection.  Two points are important to Paul, one is that 
you confess that He is Lord and resurrected, and sec-
ond, you believe He is Lord and resurrected in your 
heart.  Since Jesus was dead, it was necessary for 
God to raise him up.  Our very salvation depends on 
confession and belief.  To say that Jesus was a good 
man and came only to help us be good, falls very 
short of the salvation won for us on Calvary.  He was 
the Lamb of God who took away the sins of the world 
by his death as our substitute, but he was also raised 
from the dead for our justification before God. 

 

The Apostle John quotes Jesus who equates 
his resurrection with eternal life. He said, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.” Even in the 
mind of Jesus, it is essential to believe in his 
resurrection and his life. He goes on to say, 
“Whoever believes in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die.”  Not only 
did Jesus say that he was the resurrection and 
the life, but they are available for everyone 
who believes in him. The hope of every be-
liever, at the graveside of loved ones, is based 
on Jesus conquering death on the cross and ris-
ing from the dead to assure it. 
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YOUTH  & FAMILY  NEWS
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			 	 ���������������� ��������� ��� ������ �� ����
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with the Youth of Mount Holly  
and the McKinnon’s 

6-9 PM at home 
5th to 12th Grade 

			 	 ���������������� �
(�
(�
(�
( ������ �� ����
��� � ���������������������������� � � � � !"��!"��!"��!"�� �"�"�"�" �	&�	&�	&�	& � � � � !"��!"��!"��!"�� ���� ������ �� ����

			 	 $� �$� �$� �$� � ������ �� $%%�$%%�$%%�$%%� ����
Leave church at 5 PM, Return at 10 PM 

5th to 12th Grade 
Cost:  $2 (gas & tolls) and a WaWa stop 

Sign up by March 14th 
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))) ) &�&�&�&� *���*���*���*��� +�!%+�!%+�!%+�!% �������� ������ �� ����
(No Family Night) 
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7-9 PM 

))) ) &� &����&� &����&� &����&� &���� ����
			 	 ���������������� ��������� ��� ������ �� ��������

(No Family 
Night) 

---- �!����!����!����!��� ������������ +�!%+�!%+�!%+�!% ��.��.��. ��. ������ �� ����
��� � ��� � *��*��*��*�� !"�!"�!"�!"� ��������

��� � $%%! "$%%! "$%%! "$%%! " �������� ��#& "&���#& "&���#& "&���#& "&� ������ �� � �� �� �� � ����
7-9:30 PM 

Starts at Church. 
Please sign up! 
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Leave church 1 PM, Return by 4 PM 
Cost:  $12 plus spending money 

(If bowling gets cancelled, there will be 
another event at church) 
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First Presbyterian is looking for a few good men and women to join 
our committee for the upcoming year.  As you may know, we meet 
the third Monday night of each month.  We welcome all those wish-
ing to share their faith, ideas, and warmth with our committee and 
congregation. 
 

We are currently a small group with a passion to soften hearts, 
spread the gospel, and generate a real love for our Lord Jesus.  We 
are so blessed to have a committed congregation,  and we wish to 
expand our enthusiasm and work within our body.  
 

Should you have a desire to join our group, please contact the 
church office at 399-1833 or call Dave Cockerham at 398-9509. 

MEMBERSHIP  & EVANGELISM  COMMITTEE  
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THE FUTURE  
M INISTRY  FUND 
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The Future Ministry Fund Committee was 
created to be able to fund new ministries, 
to provide ministry grants to individuals 
and organizations, and to fund improve-
ments to our building and facilities for 
many years to come. Through this Church 
Ministry, our goal is to be able to provide 
the resources to continue God's work for 
future generations of our Church commu-
nity. This is accomplished through the gen-
erosity of our current members and friends 
via special gifts to our Church. 

Because of prior gifts in the form of real estate, 
wills, and charitable remainder trusts, The Future 
Ministry Fund was able, in 2009, to contribute to 
our kitchen renovation and to greatly support the 
work of Presbyterians Pro-Life. 
 

Any of the following committee members would 
be pleased to answer your questions about how 
you can use the assets from your estate to support 
the Future Ministry of this Church: 
 
 Neil Jordan, Tom Martinson, 
 Howard Phillips, Jeff Shirk, and Mark Sray 
 



THE DEACONS’ CORNER 
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“. . . Deacons first of all, minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to 
the friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the 
community of faith.”  (Presbyterian Book of Order) 

Our privileges as your honored Deacons are to: 
· Visit our shut-ins — A Deacon keeps in touch with one or 

more of FPC’s shut-ins; 
· Prepare Communion — prepare elements and set up in the 

sanctuary; 
· Distribute food gift cards to the OC needy — greet, share 

the gospel and distribute cards; 
· Deliver the Sunday chancel flowers  to FPC members who 

are sick, in the hospital, shut-in, or celebrating a happy occa-
sion; 

· Deliver our Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies to our 
FPC shut-ins; 

· Send cards and notes to our shut-ins, to cheer some FPC 
members and those on the Sunday bulletin prayer insert; 

· Oversee the CD ministry — record weekly service and pro-
vide copies; 

· Coordinate the luncheon for the Annual Congregational 
meeting, usually in January; 

· Coordinate receptions as needed by the FPC church family; 
· Collect food and clothing— Take to the Atlantic City Res-

cue Mission for distribution; 
· Provide funds for those in need on an emergency basis. 

“Put on then, as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, compas-
sion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience, bearing with one 
another and, if one has a com-
plaint against another, forgiving 
each other; as the Lord has for-
given you, so you also must for-
give.”        (Colossians 3:12 ESV) 

 

EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  
 

When young Suzie said her prayers each night, she would bless 
every family member, every friend and every pet (current or past).  
Toward the end of her prayers, she’d say, “And all girls.” 
 

One night her father asked Suzie why she always ended her prayers 
that way.  “Because,” she replied, “Everybody else always finishes 
their prayers by saying, “All men.”    



L IBRARY /RESOURCE CENTER NEWS 
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This year the Bell Choir will 
be performing on Easter Sun-
day and also at the end of 
May. We will be playing a 
very dynamic arrangement of 
“All Hail The Power of Jesus 
Name” for the Easter Sunday 
worship service.   It will be a 
beautiful service to celebrate 
our risen Lord! 
 

I appreciate all the work that everyone puts into the bell 
choir. They are a blessing to me, and I hope that the mu-
sic is a blessing to you. 

Our library continues 
to expand as we acquire 
new books.  Philip 
Yancey questions why 
there are so many more 
professing Christians 
than churchgoing 
Christians in his book 
Church:  Why Bother?  
Is it because something 

is wrong with the church?  Read about his own dis-
covery of the beauty and blessing of being part of 
the community of “believing belongers.”   
 

 

For mind-stretching, why not try What You Need to 
Know about Mormons.  If you ever wanted to share 
your faith, but backed away because of lack of 
knowledge, there is a way to communicate graciously 
and effectively with Mormon friends.  Before his 
conversion, Ed Decker spent 19 years in the Mormon 
church, but is now the founder and International Di-
rector of “Saints Alive in Jesus.” 

Rick Warren’s book, God’s Power to Change Your 
Life, answers the questions of what it takes to be-
come more loving, live more peacefully, develop pa-
tience and have self-control.  It can be done with a 
power source greater than yourself.  This is where 
God comes in.  Snow days are the perfect time to 
browse in the Resource Center. 

BELL  CHOIR  NEWS 
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Our members for this year include: 
Pastor John Sheldon 
Sam Sheldon 
Josiah Harris 
Christopher Olandt 
Rich Lewis 
Susannah Sheldon 
Cindy Macpherson 
 Sarah Sheldon 
 Jean Ridgway 
Olivia Murphy 
 Amanda Bell 
 Breanna Harris 
 Carol Ann Olandt 
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The one thing that remains constant in life is 
change and we certainly have experienced that in 
the music department of our church.  When the 
phone call came to me in late November that 
Lois Likens had suffered a stroke, it was indeed 
unsettling and devastating.  Never did I expect to 
be conducting the choir on Thanksgiving Sun-
day.  It seems hardly possible that three months 
have passed this quickly.  The last time I visited 
with Lois, she thanked me for taking over the 
music program and said she was praying for me 
and the choir.  This was reassuring. 
 

The choir has been 
blessed with a number 
of newer and younger 
voices which is a good 
and healthy sign, for 
tomorrow is the future 
of today’s church.  I 
can hardly express my 
joy for the opportunity 

to direct such a fine, devoted, and talented group 
of people as are found in our choir.  Their faith-
fulness and dedication are second to none.  They 
truly sing what they mean and mean what they 
sing. 
 

David Seals has graciously offered to work with 
our budding orchestra.  Debbie Macpherson is 
assisting me in directing the choir which is such 
a blessing and a help.  She is also helping me in 
the development of special musical ensembles, 
one of which is the Ladies Trio who sang on 
February 14th.   
 

MUSIC NEWS 
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The choir is now rehearsing its Lenten and 
Easter music so if you want to share the bless-
ing, “there is room in the loft for you.”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
K ingdom Kids (our junior choir) is starting re-
hearsals.  The timing of this was not one of my 
best choices!  We have 
around ten children who are 
rehearsing after church in 
the choir room.  Could we 
use more?   YES!   Do en-
courage your children to be-
come a part of this group.  
When will they sing?   
Sometime in the future.   
 

Last but not least—what a singing congrega-
tion we have!  What a joy it is to direct a hymn 
at First Pres.  For me it is “goose bump city.”   I 
am twice blessed, especially when Jean Ridg-
way “pulls out all the stops.”   



As a young college graduate, I had a roommate 
who used to daily relay what was happening in 
her favorite TV shows.  She talked as if these 
characters were real.  Today I have a friend who 
shares excerpts from non-fiction books she is 
currently reading—books whose authors ex-
plore Christian faith.  What a difference.  It 
made me think about what information we 
choose to disseminate to those around us.  Is it 
encouraging, uplifting and valuable?  Or are our 
words vacuous, frivolous or even harmful?  Is it 
vertical, pointing to God above, or horizontal, 
leading others away from Truth? 
 

       “Let your speech always be gracious,  
 seasoned with salt….” (Col 4:6) 
 

Yesterday I came across a quote from Elisa-
beth Elliot, written during the time when she 
was still publishing.  After talking about her 
recent reading material—Dickens, Kipling, 
Solzhenitsyn and C.S. Lewis—she went on to 
say,  “I never catch up with Lewis---I have to 
start over as soon as I’ve finished one of his 
books because while I am always completely 
convinced by his argument I find I can’t repro-
duce it for somebody else so I have to go back.” 
Now this gave me pause.   Do I read to repro-
duce for others good?  In school we are taught 
to read in order to reproduce for our teachers, 
but we quickly step away from that discipline 
once we are out of the classroom.   
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Again, yesterday, I was handed a book to read, from 
someone who thinks it might be a good premise for 
Women’s Ministries.  I have a stack of books from peo-
ple who have wanted to share grounded Chris-
tian  reading material.  What a gesture of caring. What 
a gesture for the kingdom. 
 

One friend of mine always gives a non-fiction book by 
a Christian author to all her believing and non-
believing friends at Christmas time.  Yearly I send a 
bible study book to a young woman dear to me who 
lives in England.  Recently she wrote that she wished 
we could easily  “sit down together over a diet Coke” 
to discuss it.  And I thought she might toss it aside to 
collect dust.   
 

This summer my prayer partner from the Coalition of 
college students swapped book titles with me.  We 
shared a love of reading and we shared the best of our 
collections.  Our conversations swirled around life from 
a biblical standpoint, buoyed by scripture and the desire 
to learn and grow. 
 

Personally, I wish I could say that my life is always 
conducted in this way, but I allow a lot of drivel to seep 
in.  And what seeps in, trickles out.   
 

Jesus said, “But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this defiles a person.” (Matthew 
15:18)  Sadly, it defiles other people too.  If we fill our 
eyes and ears with “the good portion,” what we share 
can’t help but be respectful, illuminating and possibly 
even life giving to others.   
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WOMEN ’S M INISTRIES  
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Please sign-up on the Women's Ministries bulletin board.  Reminder:  All $50 deposits are now 
due (March 7th). The cost per person for sharing a double room is $275.  Triple occupancy per 
person is $215 and Quad occupancy is $197 per person.  Checks should be made out to First 
Presbyterian Church Deacon's Fund.  The next payment is due April 11th, $75 for two in a 
room and $50 for 3 or 4 in a room.  Full payments are always welcome. 
 

Speaker RoseAnne Coleman says:  "I want every woman to feel welcome, valued and comfort-
able with who they are in God's eyes, and then know our Savior is more than capable to grow 
them into who they are meant to be."  With a doctorate in English, this former high school and 
middle school English teacher is not the average Bible teacher.  One of her teaching techniques is 
to study "the words in red" in the NT.  "If you focus on 'the words in red', you will find the Lord 
Jesus knows exactly where we are and knows just how to meet us," she says. 
 

Any questions, please call Phyllis Martinson (398-0136). 
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The snow certainly has caused a delay in 
planning and programming.  Project 
Healthy Bones classes finally got off the 
ground on Tuesday, February 23rd.     
 

Our Spring program will be announced 
soon.  Check the bulletin board across from 
the nursery for pertinent information. 
 

Reminder—The first payment for Sandy 
Cove is due March 7th.  See announcement 
below.    



    1 Steven Lamkin 
    1 Bruce Twiggs 
    1      Keith Allison 
    2 Nancy Bell 
    4 Joe Laielli 
    5 Olivia Murphy 
    5 John Inglis 
    5 Danny Sullivan 
    5      Kathy Reed 
    6      Dave Miller 
    7 Lydia Sheldon 
    7      Rachel Stauffer 
    7      Stan Wiley 
    9      Eileen Bentz 
    9      Atea Loesch 
  12 Dave Seals 
  12      Guy Gargan 
  13 Warren Fletcher 

 

Note:   If we don’t have your name on our birthday list,  please let us know by calling the church off ice  399-1833. 
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   13    Betty Strange 
   13    Peggy Miller 

13    Ray Costello 
17   Rebecca Woolery 
             Kennedy 
19    Pastor Bob McKay 

   20    Allan Matthews 
   20    Kenny Loesch 
   22    Andrew Loesch 

22 Al Halliday 
23     Barbara Grill 
24 Debbie Macpherson 

   25     William Davis 
   26     Dorothy S. White 

27 Samantha Bright 
29 Robert Woolery 
29 Bobby Woolery 
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 2     Susan Sullivan 
 2     Juliette Shirk 
 3     Lindsay Zwiebel 
 3     Rachel Zwiebel 
 3     Aiden Seals 
10    Dan Sullivan 
10    Robert Dye 
11    Stephanie Loesch 
12    Justin Colvin 
13    Ruth McGowan 
15    Peg Davis 

15    Alex Weisberg 
16    Wendy Krayer 
17    Jeff Shirk 
17    Will Evans 
20    Daniel Colvin 
22    Joanna Sheldon 
22    Carol Ann Olandt 
24     Dave Tormey 
27    Jac Young  
27     Andrew Newsome 
29     Amy Patsch 
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BUILDINGS  AND GROUNDS  
YEAR IN  REVIEW  
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· You can’t find your glasses without your glasses; 
· Your head makes promises your body can’t possibly           

 keep; 
· Someone sits down next to you and asks, “Is this your  
 good ear?” 
· You stand by the refrigerator’s open door and wonder—

 did you already eat lunch or are you just about to? 
· You’re told to slow down by your doctor instead of the police! 
· You stoop down to tie your shoelaces and ask yourself— 

 what else can I do while I’m down here? 
· You’re afraid that anything new  you feel is most likely 
   a symptom. 
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The following projects were completed during the past year: 
 

· Painting of the Fellowship Hall and chairs, stairwell, and various areas 
                of the sanctuary  by Allan Mathews and Will Evans; 
· Reupholstery of the Fellowship Hall chairs by Beck and Trevor Kennedy; 
· Kitchen renovations by Richard Colvin and crew; 
· The 7th street entrance had its drywall replaced, spackled, taped, and 
      painted by Richard and Ryan Colvin; 
· Church was brought up to code for the fire inspector by Kim Murphy; 
· 7th Avenue sidewalk replacement by Smith Brothers; 
· The 610 manse's radiators were professionally stripped of lead paint; 
· Exterior church trim was painted by Rick Schindewolf; 
· Bike rack installed by Kim Murphy and David Seals; 
· Re-stretching of carpet in Toddler Room by Ken Viscount  
                 Carpet Repair. 
 

 A sincere and special THANKS to all of our volunteers and local businesses  
who have worked on our buildings and grounds.  



����������	
�������
������
���������
��������
������
��
�����������

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

 P    A    I    D 
Permit #156 

Pleasantville, NJ 08234 

  To: 


� ��.' 

� �+.. 



1�)" �����


����������	

��
�




�	
����

����

	������
���
��
����	�����
���

�
��

&���	���������'	�
��&���	���������'	�
��&���	���������'	�
��&���	���������'	�
��� ���


